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Welcome to SS6: Ancient World History!
Class Description:

This class covers the ancient world, so it will explore topics such as early humans and the rise of ancient civilizations, including Mesopotamia, ancient Egypt, India, China, Greece and Rome.  You will also learn about a few of the world’s earliest religions that are still practiced today.  I will be following the California Social Studies Standards for the Sixth Grade along with the Common Core Literacy Standards.  I will try to make this history as interesting and exciting for you as possible.

Materials:
You need to bring these things to class EVERY day:

· School binder and papers (the same one used for all other classes)

· Student planner 

· Pens (black, red and other color) AND pencils

· Papers handed out in class

· The day’s homework 
· A composition notebook 
Schoolloop: This is an excellent tool for students to take responsibility for their class work and homework.  Parents and guardians can also register and use Schoolloop to help students be successful. 

Students are expected to use it as a tool to do the following:
· Check homework & upcoming tests/quizzes/projects

· Monitor progress, grades, and missing work

· Find make-up work when absent (make-up work will also be provided in the classroom)

· E-mail teachers with questions about homework, grades, etc.

Please note that teachers have 2 weeks to grade, record, & publish work from the day it is turned in. 

Homework: Homework must be complete by the beginning of the period on the day it’s due.  A large part of homework consists of having the responsibility to bring it to class.  Therefore, homework that gets completed but is left at home will be considered late.  Late work will be accepted for 70% of the grade if turned in the next class period within two weeks (for 6th graders). 

Absences: If you are absent, either ask a classmate or look on Schoolloop for the homework assignments, so you can turn it in next time you come to class.  If you are absent and turn in something late, make sure to write ABSENT at the top so I don’t mark it late.

Tests: Students who are absent on the day of an exam will take the test when they return to school, setting up a good time with me for this.

Grades:  Your own efforts will decide your grades.  Here are the basic percentages:

25% homework (including projects)    

25% classwork (including projects)    

30% assessments
20% class participation

Behavior:  These are the most basic rules to follow in order for the class to function well:

1. Show respect.
2. Make good decisions.

3. Solve problems.

Films and film clips: We will occasionally be watching a film or film clips in class.  They will revolve around ancient civilizations.  They will also show examples of clothing, culture, and attitudes of the time. I need parent permission to do this, so make sure your parents sign this form on the bottom and you bring it back.    

I have read & understand the policies & procedures for Ms. Ventura’s Ancient World class.  I give permission to watch the films and film clips.  I will keep these as a reference throughout the school year. (This form will be returned to student after receiving credit for it.)
Parent signature: __________________________

Student signature: _________________________

